
Welcome to Fifth Grade on Team 5-3 with 

Mrs. Natario and Mrs. Brennan! 

We are thrilled to begin a new school year with you and your child! We are excited to be a part of 

your child’s journey as they begin here at Westfield Intermediate School. The fifth grade curriculum 

has many, exciting plans for this year, and we invite you to participate with us in your child’s 

learning.  

➢ In Math, we will strengthen our understanding of place value, delve into multi-digit multiplication and division, develop skills 

in all operations with fractions, continue to graph and understand data, and learn about the relationships between various 

geometric shapes. 

➢ In Reading, we will read texts and stories about various cultures and characters,  learn new Amazing Words, and develop our 

comprehension skills throughout the year through center rotations and in-depth reading investigations. 

➢ In Writing, we will become Empowered Writers through narrative, expository, and persuasive essay writing and responses to 

text using various strategies to make us the best writers we can be.  

➢ In Science, we will learn about matter, forces and motion, ecosystems, molecules to organisms, Earth’s place in the Universe, 

Earth’s systems, Human Interaction on the Environment, and Engineering and Design. 

➢ In Social Studies, we will follow the newly adopted Massachusetts standards as we explore early colonizations and growth of 

the colonies, the Revolutionary War and formation of a new government, the principles of the U.S. government, the growth of 

the Republic, the Civil War and slavery.  

 

Homework Policy:  Students will have Math Homework nightly (Monday through Thursday). Students will be expected 

to read for a minimum of 30 minutes per night and complete a Weekly Reading Log that requires Parent Signatures and is 

due on Friday. Students will also complete a Current Events paper that is due every other Friday. 

PowerSchool: We hope that as you transition into using PowerSchool for grades for 5th graders, that you will keep 

updated on your child’s progress throughout the school year.  We will be posting all assignment, test and project grades in 

this portal and welcome any questions or comments you have upon exploring your child’s progress in any of the classes. 

Food/Drink Policy: Due to allergies, there will be NO FOOD allowed in the classrooms.  Students are welcome to bring 

a water bottle to school if they wish.  

Supply List: We understand that students were given a generic supply list.  We are asking that students also bring in the 

following items:  *Please note that if these purchases are not possible, we will have additional materials on hand for students. 

Required Supplies Optional Donations to Classroom Supplies 

● Two  2-pocket folders (one for each subject) 

● A 3-subject notebook for STEM (Math & Science 

● A 3-subject notebook for Humanities (Literacy & SS)  

● One zip pocket for supplies to put into Binder 

○ Pencils (#2 preferred) 

○ Dry Erase Markers 

○ Scissors (1 pair) 

○ Glue sticks 

● Ziploc Bags (gallon size and sandwich size) 

● Cleaning Wipes (Clorox or other brand) 

● Tissues 

● Hand Sanitizer 

 

Optional Supplies 

● Zippered Binder- some materials will be stored in the classroom and locker, therefore, if your child chooses to have a 

zippered binder, it should be able to hold your child’s agenda, two folders, and the zipped pocket with supplies. It should be 

cleaned and maintained frequently so as not to get too full or heavy.  

As always, your student’s success in school depends on us all working 

together towards the goal of preparing your child for the future.  We 

welcome your questions or comments at any time.  Simply send in a 

note with your child, email us at t.natario@schoolsofwestfield.org or 

a.brennan@schoolsofwestfield.org, or call the school’s main number at 

413/572-6441 and leave a message with the best number to reach you.  

        Sincerely,  

                         Mrs. Natario (STEM) & Mrs. Brennan (Humanities) 
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